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CHAPTEE VII.

THE battle of Marengo took place on the 15tli of
June, and became known at Vienna on the 24th ; and
from this period events hurried rapidly on towards the
final defection of Austria from the Coalition.

The news of their defeat had filled the Austrians
with dismay; their confidence in a different result from
the collision of their army with that of France had been
very high, and was justified by the fact that victory
was never more nearly grasped by those she finally de-
serted. 6 All the world here knows,' wrote Lady Minto
to her sister, c that the day was lost by the cavalry all
turning tail and falling back on the infantry, who be-
haved incomparably. Yet the cavalry are remarkable
for their valour ; so it was not cowardice; but the day
would have been theirs had they done their duty.'

4 Nobody at Vienna,' wrote Lord Minto (despatch,
June 28), c has ever had a competent knowledge of the
French forces in Italy. It appears that Suchet's part of
Massena's troops had joined before the battle, and Baron
Thugut considers the French to have been about 40,000
or 45,000 strong on that day. Kray, he admits, has
completely lost the confidence of his army.1 I have

1 General Kray concluded an armistice in Germany with Moreau on
the llth, on terms so disadvantageous as to cause great dissatisfaction